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Welcome! We are glad you are here with us today. Our service today follows an order of 
worship which places the spotlight on God’s Word and its central message of peace through 
Jesus. You can follow the outline of the service in this worship folder. The page numbers and 
hymn numbers refer to the red hymnal: Christian Worship.  
 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 There is no opening hymn.  

 Remain seated. 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to 
love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from 
God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended 
for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his 
judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we 
deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called 
to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  

I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit 
yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time 
of reflection and self-examination. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

 
 
M:  Most holy and merciful Father, 
C:  We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault,  

  by our own grievous fault  
   in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done,  
  and by what we have left undone. 

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 



M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate 
than ourselves 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and  
our dishonesty in daily life and work 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our  
failure to show the faith that is in us 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have 
done. For our blindness to human need and 
suffering and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice 
and contempt for those who differ from us, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C:  Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners 
but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. 
May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



 

FIRST LESSON…………………………………………………………………………….Genesis 22:1-14 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the 
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of 
his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set 
out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and 
the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took 
the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac,and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac 
said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will 
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altarthere and 
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of 
the LORD called out to him from heaven,“Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 
fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 13 Abraham 
looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took 
the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 
place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided.” 

 



 PSALM OF THE DAY…………………………………………………………………...Psalm 51A 

 

 

 
 
Have mercy on ‘me, O God,*  

according to your un’failing love. 

Wash away all my in’iquity,* 
and cleanse me ‘from my sin. 

For I know my trans’gressions,* 
and my sin is always be’fore me. 

Refrain 

Against you, you only, ‘have I sinned*  
and done what is evil ‘in your sight. 

Surely I was sin’ful at birth,* 
sinful from the time my mother con’ceived me. 

Hide your face ‘from my sins,* 
and blot out all my in’iquity. 

Restore to me the joy of your sal’vation,* 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sus’tain me. 

 Glory be to the Father and ‘to the Son* 
  and to the Holy ‘Spirit, 
 as it was in the be’ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. ‘Amen.  

 Refrain 

 

 



SECOND LESSON…………………………………………………………..……………Hebrews 11:17-19 
17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had 
said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned 
that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac 
back from death. 

VERSE OF THE DAY……………………………………………………………………………………Joel 2:13 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love.  

Stand 

GOSPEL………………………………………………………………………Matthew 10:37-39 

37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.38 Whoever does not take up 
their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and 
whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 

Be Seated 

HYMN………………………………………………………..Savior, When in Dust to You (# 124) 

MEDITATION: Genesis 22:1-14 

 Behold the Lamb: The Call to Sacrifice 

OFFERING 

The members of Cross of Glory are happy to support its ministry with their financial gifts. If you 
are visiting us today, do not feel obligated to give an offering. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we 

come before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature 

we inherit and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and actions that nature 

produces. Because of our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment. Yet you 

reveal yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a God of mercy and 

love. Despairing of our own merits and worthiness, and in response to your gracious 

invitation, we come pleading for your forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 



M: You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Savior. You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all 

people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, the mockery 

and ridicule, and the death and punishment he endured should have been ours. Help 

us understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and died for us. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 

M: God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the way 

of the cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in our 

faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives. Give us the 

desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that all for 

whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and in your presence forever. 
C: We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and ourselves in 

body and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your promise, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN……………………………………………..In Hopelessness and Near Despair (# 738) 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: Lord God, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
your commandments. Defend us from the fear of our enemies that we may live in 
peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN……………………………………….….Now the Light Has Gone Away (# 593) 


